GANDHI

I imposed upon myself a fast for seven days and a
vow to have only one meal a day for a period of four
months and a half. Mr. Kallenbach tried to dissuade
me, but in vain. He finally conceded the propriety of
the penance, and insisted on joining me. I could not
resist this transparent affection. I felt greatly relieved,
for the decision meant a heavy load off my mind. The
anger against the guilty parties subsided, and gave place
to the purest pity for them. . . . My penance pained
everybody, but it cleared the atmosphere. Everyone
came to realize what a terrible thing it was to be sinful,
and the bond that bound me to the boys and girls be-
came stronger and truer.13

This vicarious suffering for the sins of others be-
came one of the most effective instruments of soul-
force in action. He has used it again and again in the
years since then, and always it has touched something
deep in the hearts of the guilty and brought stubborn
wills to repentance.

He maintained his legal practice to support himself
and to help pay the expenses of the Phoenix Farm, but
he operated on a code of ethics all his own. Under no
circumstances would he take a case in whose justice he
did not sincerely believe. In one instance, after he had
begun a case on this basis, he discovered that his client
had deceived him. Gandhi threw up the case and re-
buked the client in the presence of the magistrate. The
ultimate effect was to win the confidence of the mem-
bers of his profession in spite of their prejudice against
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